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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MCCLINTOCK).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 20, 2012.

I hereby appoint the Honorable Tom
McCLINTOCK to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

REPORT ON H.R. 5972, TRANSPOR-
TATION, HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
BILL, 2013

Mr. LATHAM, from the Committee
on Appropriations, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 112-541) on the
bill making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2013, and for other
purposes, which was referred to the
Union Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule XXI, all points of
order are reserved on the bill.

——

REPORT ON HR. 5973, AGRI-
CULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
BILL, 2013

Mr. LATHAM, from the Committee
on Appropriations, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 112-542) on the
bill making appropriations for Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and

Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies programs for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2013, and for
other purposes, which was referred to
the Union Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule XXI, all points of
order are reserved on the bill.

——
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 17, 2012, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———
EQUALITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. While there
have been occasional steps backward in
America’s march towards equality for
all citizens, progress and under-
standing have marched steadily on-
ward. As a result, America is more di-
verse, and it is better for it; but we
must continue to work hard to create a
truly equal and just society.

Discriminating against an individual
based on race, religion, or sexual iden-
tity is deplorable and unacceptable.
Historically, the LGBT community has
faced significant discrimination, but
the country has come a long way in re-
cent years in attitude. Most Americans
are more accepting regardless of one’s
sexual orientation, but there remain
too many areas where society still

must translate the attitude of most
Americans into rights and protections
for all citizens.

LGBT students should be able to
learn in a safe school environment, free
of cruel bullying, psychological or
physical abuse. The term ‘‘bullying”
actually does not capture the behavior
and the threat. Foster children should
be adopted by loving families regard-
less of the parents’ sexual orientations.
Of course, most fundamentally, Ameri-
cans should be afforded the right of
marriage whether they are gay, les-
bian, bisexual, or transsexual—the
same as heterosexual couples.

I've been involved with these issues
since I first chaired a hearing in the
Oregon House of Representatives on
antidiscrimination in 1973, right
through today, in advocating the re-
peal of DOMA. I've been proud to work
for equality throughout my career, but
there remains much work to be done.

In the name of extending equal rights
to all Americans, no matter who they
love, at a minimum, we should take
the following steps:

Most importantly, we should aggres-
sively support marriage equality for
all. The Respect for Marriage Act will
repeal the Defense of Marriage Act and
will guarantee that the Federal Gov-
ernment will recognize any marriage
that is legal in the State in which it is
performed;

The lowest hanging fruit is work-
place discrimination. It is long past
time to enact the Employment Non-
Discrimination Act, ENDA, which
would make it illegal to discriminate
in the workplace based on actual or
perceived sexual orientation or gender
identity;

Educational institutions must be safe
places for young people to learn and
grow without the threat of bullying or
the risk of being denied the chance to
participate in extracurricular activi-
ties based on their identities. We
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